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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND'ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arctic Bui1ding,occupying a site at the corner of Third Avenue and Cherry Street in
Seattle, rises eight stories above a ground level of retail shops to an ornate terra cotta
roof cornice. The building also has a penthouse office which is not original. When the
building opened, this was the location of a roof garden enjoyed by members of the ArcticClub.
Before the design for this office building was fully determined, the developer, Mr. James
Moses of New York City, entered into a lease with the Arctic Club, agreeing to provide suit-
able quarters for their organization. The decorative theme of the new building became
indicative of the name of the organization, particularly the adoption of walrus heads to
adorn the piers at the third story level and also, as symbolic of the Arctic region, the
polar bear placed over the Third Avenue entrance (no longer visible due to modernization).
The Arcti c Buil ding; 1ike the Smi th Tower, Dexter Horton, and Frederi ck and Ne1son Bui 1d-
ings, pioneered the use of light glazed terra cotta panels over a reinforced concrete or
structural steel frame. Terra cotta facades were extremely popular and widely used in
downtown Seattle for many years because their bright, reflective quality and ease of main-
tenance countered the grayness of Northwest winters. However, the designers of the Arctic
Building went a step further than the designers of other terra cotta buildings by adding
a significant amount of color to the facade. They created one of the finest examples of
multi-colored matte glaze terra cotta work in the city and, quite probably, in the Northwest.
The major portion of the facade is a cream white terra cotta with submarine blue and orange-
brown accents (now faded). The colored portions are particularly noticeable along the rich-
ly adorned top story andmat ncorni ceo The c1ub's entrance wa 11sand cei 1ing on Cherry
Street are also richly ornamented in cream-colored terra cotta.

," '"

The main corridors of the floors which house office space are finished in selected Alaska
marble. ' The former club lobby is finished in imitation Caen stone, and decorative plaster
work adorns the columns on the main floor. Beautiful hardwood finishes on these columns,
as well as panelling and wainscoting in the former library and lounge, create a harmonious
effect throughout the club rooms. The fireplace in the lounge has a mantel faced in
"faience tile" depicting Lake Washington and Mount Rainier.
The formal dining room was the focal point of the club. It is a room about sixty feet
square surmounted by a tinted glass dome. The walls and ceiling were originally highly
ornamented with stucco which h~rlbeen artistically frescoed. The cornices, appropriately
enough, depict fruits and vegetables. Beautiful crystal chandeliers were especially designed
for the room, and concealed lighting combined with them to provide pleasing effects in the
evening. The dining room, although converted into offices by the Seattle Department of
Community Development, still contains its stained glass panels and chandeliers and remains
a unique and ambiance-filled feature of Seattle's gracious past. The Arctic 01uba1so
originally boasted a ladies' tea room, private dining rooms, billiard and card rooms, bowl-
ing alley, barber shop, and roof garden - - all made into office space in recent years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In addition to its considerable architectural merit, the Arctic Building represents one
of Seattle's more colorful early twentieth century social inistitutions. Its site has
hosted a variety of public uses and its architect was one of the foremost designers in
the region. .
The site was originally the property of Judge Joseph R. Lewis, Chief Justice of lofashington
Territory and a direct descendant of Betty Washington, sister of George Washington; The·
Lewis house, built there shortly after his arrival in Seattle in 1B75, was considered
one of the finest in the city. It was torn down in 1892 for the erection of the Seattle
Theatre. This 1300 seat house was built from designs by Saunders and Lawton adjacent
to the recently completed Rainier Club. It became a gala gathering spot for Seattle's
elite, presenting the best in American and foreign theatre. The Rainier Club's first
home was also the focus of social life for Seattle's foremost businessmen. Both buildings
were torn down in 1916 for the new Arctic Club.
The Arctic club, originally located in the Morrison Hotel, provided an exclusive social
community for those Seatt1ites who had returned from·the, Alaska Gold Rush with money in
their pockets and a repertoire of stories to tell about their adventures in the Yukon.
In its dining rooms and lounges many of Seattle's wealthy and socially prominent citizens
planned strategies and dreamed projects which turned the city into a major west coast
metropolis. In recent years, a number of city departments, including the Department
of Community Development, have been housed in the Arctic Building.
A. Warren Gould, architect, was responsible for many of the finest commercial buildings
in downtown Seattle. Among them are the County-City Building, the American Savings Bank
and adjoining Empire Building (2nd Avenue and Madison), the YWCA, and the Standard Furn-
iture Company (2nd and Pine). In addition, he designed buildings in Vancouver B.C.,
Aberdeen, and Tacoma, Washington. He also was responsible for many private residences
throughout the Northwest. Gould was born in Nova Scotia in 1872. He studied architecture
at MIT and was designer of numerous residential and commercial projects in the Boston
area prior to coming to Seattle in 1904. In addition to his architectural work, Gould
originated the municipal plans amendment to the city charter, and was responsible for
the creation of the Municipal Plans Commission. In 1917, he was elected the president
of the Washington State Society of Architects and was appointed in 1919 a member of the
state architect's examining board.
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Arctic Building
Seattle, WashingtonFlorence K. Lentz
July, 1978
Washington State Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
View from the south at Third Avenue
and Cherry Street.
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, Arctic Building
Seattle, Hashington
Florence K. Lentz
July, 1978\oIashingtonState Office of Archaeology
and Historic PreservationView to the west acrosS Cherry Street.
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• Arcti c Buil ding
Seattle, Washington
Florence K. Lentz
July, 1978
viashington State Offi ce of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
The Arctic Club entrance, Cherry
Street elevation. ,
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Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington

. Florence K. Lentz
July, 1973
Washington State Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
OrnamentaT niche and terracotta work,
Arctic Club entryway.
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Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington
Florence K. Lentz
July, 1978
~ashington State Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
Terracotta ceiling, ~rctic Club
entryway.
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Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington
Florence K. Lentz
July, 1978
Washington State Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
Terracotta walrus head ornaments at
third story level, Cherry Streetfacade.
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ing : Cox & Gleason. electric fixtures; George ~raI('lJCI"
mg; Frederick & Nelson, furniture; Novelty Iron ~\'
elevator enclosures; Sound Roofing Company, l'Oofing-. i t:t
Renton Clay & Coal Company, brick; Galhraith ria
Company, cement and plaster; Architectural Deco!:atin ~
pany, ornamental plaster; Corbin Companv, refrigt>~,
}<.... '1'. Crowe & Company. building specia lttes. ~

The officers of the club are: CIYcle L. :Morris, pre!;!<t"':
John B. Van Dyke and Dr. Grant Calhoun, 'vice-presl ~.;
'Wilbur S. Lewis, secretary. and Joseph A.. SwahY('IlIi~
urer. These officers; with the addition of the folJowjz: ~
constitute the board of trustees: Charles A. DI3'a.n,J~~~
Gaffney. George y.,T. Allen, Harry F. Conly and John J. ;~

"
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The Arctic Club
ARCTIC Club, Seattle, the Iagest ill both numbers and ap-

pointments of the city's social organizations, is the sue-
cesser to the old Alaska Club and now has on its rolls

some eighteen hundred members from all walks of life, many
of them from Alaska. The new club house was formally open-
ed in October, 1909.

The home of the club is a fine seven-story building at the
corner of. Third avenue and Jefferson street, affording what
is generally considered to be one of the most desirable loca-
tions in the city. 'pbe building occupies an area of 180.by 111
feet which is under lease for fifty years. The plans for the
building were prepared by Schack &. Huntington, who were
then architects in the Downs building and who are now in
separate practice in the city. The building was erected un-
der a general contract awarded to oawsev & Lohse, who are
now operating under the firm name .of the Sound -Oonstruc-
tton & Engineering Company: Lowman building. The com-
pleted structure with its equipment cost over $500,000.

.Jt is claimed, with apparent justness, that the Arctic club
has the richest and most commodious home of aue social
org-anization west of Chicago. The basement and first floor of
the building are rented for commercial purposes. The second

Ten Billion Bricks
The clay-working industries of the United States f.·

in 1911 a production valued at $162,236,181, acCording.:t
report -compiled by Jefferson Middleton, showing tilt' t.
output, by states, of-all the different clay products. Tbs,~1~
productionof common brick was 8,475,277,000, valued a' ~'
885,262. Of this New York contributed the largest a~
namely, 1,143,726,000, valued at $5,918,286. Illinois wU ... f
and in output, with 1,074,486,000, but the product bat
greater value of $6,126,911. No otber state reached the bfiClll(l,

'.'

THE ARCTIC CLUB BClLDINO. SEATTEE, WASRrSGTO:S-
Schack &: HUDtlD~On. Arehitect8; oeweer 1£ Lehse, Contractors

-.J.~
flc?or and one-half of the upper four floors, containing one
hundred and twenty sleeping rooms, are occupied by the club.
. '~ The regular club appointments are on the second· floor,
occupying the full tioor space, 180 by 111 feet. 'These include
the main assembly room, ·billiard room, library,-ladies' recep-
tion room, dining rooms, buffet, lavatories, kitchen and sec-
retary's offices.

The assembly room, 40 by 111 feet, the dining rooms with
a seating capacity for 200, and the lobby are finished in Hon-
duras mahogany. The electric fixtures are rich, elegant and
attractive. Costly oriental rugs and runners co,;er the tloor.
Mural paintings of northern scenery are used in the assembly
room and the fU1~njshings are· in mahogany upholstered in'
leather.

The ladies' reception room is oriental in design and is
finished in ebony and gold, 'with Chinese hand caned black
ebOny furniture. The tapestries and rugs are made to match
the finishing of the room, _and, with the furniture, come from
Asia.

The billiard room, library, buffet and card rooms are
finished in oak, with fixtures, tapestries and decorations to
match .. - .

The factories of 19u1' continents were drawn upon to
make the equipment and manufacture· the appointments from -
original designs. The emblem of the club is carried in all The output of the pottery industries of the United ~t
-co'f"erings. and bangings. _...had a value of.$34,.518,560·in 1911. The pottery pr(lductJ~~,

Much of the work wes executed. by Seattle firms, among the ~'ear was greater ,tban that of 1910, when til!' outpu•..
·whom were: H. Sweeney & Company, plumbing and heat- valued at $33,784,678, the increase being $733,SS2.

, -
mark, 'Pennsylvania coming third, with 774,122,000 btif~,"I~,
The chart gives the figures of production for other kindt~
brtck-e-vttrtned _brick, .front brick, fire brick, etc.-as ~eU•
for terra cotta, drain tile, sewer pipe, stove lining and ~-
tery products. The production of all kinds of bricks wu ....
than ten billion. - .

In total production of clay prod.ucts Ohio heads tbe M:.
with a value of $32,663,895, or one-fifth of tbe total for ~.
United States; Pennsylvania iB second, with $20,270,033:~
Jersey third, with $18,178,228; and IlIinois fourth, with U!!(,
333,011.

Concrete Culvert Forms ~
Concrete paving contractors are now using sets of e-"

lapsible forms for use in construdting concrete culvertg. :1
·form permits- the use of as heavy a wall of concrete as ~
be required and also the use of reinforcing material, if de5-•.

The trench is first dug and the concrete bottom pot ,
place. after which the forms are laid in and the COD~
tramped around them .and finished to the desired beigb~
thickness. The forms are then collapsed by turning a .
at the end ot: the form, and withdrawn.


